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Hundreds Push To Save Course

UNM Site Could Be Built Upon

BY SUNNIE REDHOUSE Journal Staff Writer

 With green and white signs tied to their necks, Hank and Buddy walked

around the University of New Mexico's North Golf Course hoping to send

a message.  

"It's a part of our community," the dogs' signs read, "We love 

our golf course."

 On Sunday, Hank and Buddy were two of hundreds of supporters who walked the golf course's perimeter to advocate for its preservation.  The walk was held by North Campus Neighborhood Association.

 Dale Chaves, Hank and Buddy's owner, said he walks the dogs around the course daily and doesn't want to see it developed.  "We have a wonderful asset here for the entire city," he said. "We have the pleasure of walking these dogs here every day; it's a great recreational area."

 Sara Koplik, president of North Campus Neighborhood Association, said the walk is a step toward a conservation easement with UNM's Board of Regents.  

A petition proposing the conservation easement was signed by about 800 residents, Koplik said.

 She said the Board of Regents was considering development of retirement homes and offices on the open space, which is what sparked the walk.  "We are walking today to preserve the North Golf Course," Koplik said.  "There are so many places that aren't beautiful that can be used for real estate and offices."

 UNM leaders in January said they were considering the possibility of developing a retirement community on a portion of the golf course.  But, last week, Acting President David Harris said officials are considering ideas for commercial projects west of the golf course — not on the golf  course itself.

 Lt. Gov. Diane Denish, a guest speaker at the event, said that, as a long-time resident of the neighborhood, she knows the importance of the course.  "This is an incredible open space for the city of Albuquerque," Denish said.
